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manorial system.   Where the lord owned several manors,
the charge of their administration was entrusted to the
Tht        seneschal or steward who must, says the treatise, show
seneschal g^fty^ prudence and foresight, and possess a knowledge of
legal lore to safeguard the lord's rights and advise the
bailiffs in their difficulties.   Twice or thrice in the year he
is to make his round and visit the manors of his steward-
ship, making inquiry of rents and services and customs,
amending what is wrong and protecting the lord's interests
as need arises.   He should know how much land is in
demesne and the amount of crop it is expected to produce.
" And if there be any cheating in the sowing or ploughing
or reaping " on the part of the customary tenants, " he shall
easily see it".   He may not remove the bailiff, but if the
latter is incompetent "or if he have committed trespass
or offence in his office, let it be shown to the lord and to
his council, and he shall do as he shall think good ".   The
seneschal is to be responsible to the lord, who must not
abdicate his authority by entrusting to the steward powers
which are beyond a seneschal's province;  for example, the
seneschal may not sell or enfranchise a villein without special
warrant from the lord.    In the main the duties of the
seneschal are those of general supervision.   He " ought on
his coming to each manor to see and inquire how they are
tilled and in what crops they are, and how the cart-horses
and avers, oxen, cows, sheep and swine are kept and im-
proved ".   He must also ascertain " how the bailiff bear
himself within and without, what care he takes, what im-
provement he makes, and what increase and profit there is
in the manor in his office because of his being there.   And
also of the provost and hayward and keeper of cattle and
all other officers, how each bears himself towards him, and
thereby he can be more sure who makes profit and who
The        harm ".   The bailiff in his turn is responsible for the manage-
ment of the estate!   He must know " everything connected
with his baillie . .". for a bailiff is worth little in time of
need who knows nothing and has nothing in himself with-
out the instruction of another ".   He is to " rise early every
morning and survey the woods, corn, meadows and pastures,